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attempted to teach the boy numbers when he was quite
small, even before he was sent to school, but in regard to
arithmetic "it was as if he were color blind." She could
not send him to make purchases because he never knew
if he had the correct change. His teachers had recog-
nized his inability in this school subject, but no one had
been able to help him. Just what methods of help had
been employed we did not learn.

From the very intelligent, reliable mother we were
able to obtain a thorough account of heredity and devel-
opmental history, both of which were altogether nega-
tive. The physical examination, made with care, re-
vealed no sensory or other troubles.

It was quite apparent that the boy's disability had
been a great influence in his school career. He had only
reached the fifth grade when we saw him.) whereas a
sister, who began school at the same time as he, was al-
ready in the high school. Very fortunately, the boy was
not sensitive in regard to his difficulty and his school
retardation, and there was no complaint in regard to
his behavior, except that he was exceedingly troublesome
in the classroom. Just recently he had become a truant.
Considering his handicap and that he was frequently
forced to repeat his grade and was, in consequence, thrown
constantly with younger children, it was surprising that
he had not become more of a problem from the stand-
point of his conduct.

Case 11. Sometimes, as in the following case, the
difficulty is not easy to explain, for we may find almost
all of the psychological processes which underlie number
work quite normal. Here memory for numbers and
powers of arbitrary association are not defective, nor is
there any lack of ability to form mental representations.
On the other hand, the step from the concrete to the
abstract seems never to have been well established.